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A view of the progress towards completion of the Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville Expressway. Ministry of

Public Works and Transport
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Cambodian Minister of Public Works and Transport Sun Chanthol said

the construction of the Chinese-invested Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville Khmer Times App
Expressway has gone full steam ahead despite the Covid-19 pandemic.

It is expected to be completed ahead of schedule.
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Invested in by China Road and Bridge Corp (CRBC), the $2 hillion
expressway will connect the capital city of Phnom Penh and the deep-
sea port province of Preah Sihanouk in the country’s southwest.

The construction of the expressway began in March 2019 and was
slated to be complete in March 2023. It is now believed that the project
will be finished by September of 2022, according to Chanthol via a live
broadcast streamed on the ministry’s official Facebook page.

“So far, about 55 percent of the construction has been completed,” he
told reporters during a visit to a stretch of the road in Kampong Speu
province.

At a width of 24.5 metres with two lanes on either side, vehicles can
travel at a speed of 100 kilometres per hour, reducing travel time
between Phnom Penh and Preah Sihanouk to two hours from the
present five hours, he added.

The minister noted the road will play a very important role in helping
boost Cambodia’s economic growth because it links the capital city to
the largest seaport in the Kingdom.

The minister also said that work on the project continued to make
headway steadily thanks to the joint effort of the Chinese and
Cambodian workers, despite the ongoing challenge of the pandemic.

He pointed out as well that the project has created more than 3,000 jobs
for Cambodians with about 66 percent of those workers having been
fully vaccinated.

“This project is very beneficial to our Cambodian workers because it
provides them with technical know-how on the construction of an
expressway and we hope that after the project, they will be able to use
their knowledge to help build other expressways in Cambodia,” he said.

A view of the progress towards completion of the Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville Expressway. Ministry of
Public Works and Transport
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The expressway is one of the Cambodia-China cooperation projects
under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative.

Nin Saphon, chairwoman of the National Assembly’s Commission on
Public Works, Industry, Mines, Energy, Commerce and Land
Management, praised the CRBC for constructing the road in full
compliance with technical standards.

“The firm’s construction technique is very professional,” she said
during the visit. “This expressway is another testament to the
unbreakable ironclad friendship between Cambodia and China.”

The 187.05 kilometre Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville Expressway is built on
a build-operate-transfer basis. After completion, it will be the first
expressway in Cambodia.
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Role of Al in early childhood
education

Artificial intelligence (AI) is defined as a
facet of computer science that has an
objective of creating systems that are
capable of functioning in an intelligent and
independent way. It is the capability of a
machine or computer programme that
exhibits thinking and learning abilities.
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Court action could be vital as IPCC
confirms climate emergency

After a month of unprecedented flooding
and wildfires in Europe, it isn’t surprising

to learn — yet again — that human-induced
global heating is the culprit.

Europe is burning: Four
explanations

Wildfires burning across southern Europe
in the last month — whether sparked
naturally by lightning, or by arsonists —
have been flamed by drought and extreme
heat.

Successful Tokyo Olympics paves

way for Beijing 2022

The Tokyo Olympics concluded on Sunday.
After being overtaken by the US delegation
on the final day, Team China ranked second
in the medal table with 38 gold medals, 32
silver and 18 bronze. This is a good result
and the Chinese public is very satisfied. We
highly salute to Team China for their hard
efforts.
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Afghanistan’s elusive peace:

Measures to end proxy war

In June 2021, the Analytical Support and
Sanctions Monitoring Team of the United
Nations Security Council released a report
on relationships between Al-Qaeda and the
Taliban and how they have been operating

and enjoying ‘unbreakable ties’.
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Oudong Tourist Resort vendors feel
pinch
Although there is no new construction of
the stupa on Oudong Mountain, still the

relics of the Royal members are inserted
into the stupas of their ancestors on this

mountain.

Rising Mekong River raises hope for
fishers and farmers

Just two months ago, fishermen in
Kampong Cham province’s Kang Meas
district had seen their hope dashed when
the conservation lake, the last of the six
lakes in the district, was drying up.
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An on-again, off-again year for Siem
Reap’s arts

Siem Reap’s 2020 arts and lifestyle coverage
kicked off the year on an optimistic note
that, with the wisdom of hindsight, turned
out to be somewhat ironic.
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Remaining sane while you care for
your baby

Because our baby is now at the centre of
our life, it has been mentally challenging
since even getting a good night’s sleep or a
decent meal has suddenly become a real
task.
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